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Building a dream

Greatest gift: ‘Sweat equity’ project gives low-
income families something they otherwise could
never afford here - a home of their own

Saturday, December 25, 2004

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The front porch wind chimes
sang merrily on the home up
the lane while a posthole digger
tapped a slow rhythm on the
earth of Tekie Habtemariam's
front yard.

Habtemariam and his 16-year-
old son labored to set eight
small hedge plants into the
ground on a spring-like
December day, a final project
before friends and relatives
gathered for the family's first
Christmas in their new home, a
home that they helped build.

They live in the loli Ranch
subdivision, a Cloverdale
development where low-income
families have been able to
purchase the 36 units by also
helping construct them.

The families moved into their
homes in August. Now, they are
experiencing the confluence of
what for many Americans
remain two powerful themes:

CRISTA JEREMIASON / The
Press Democrat

Tekie Habtemariam, right, and
his son Sammy Gebrezghi, 16,
prepare their yard for eight
plants they are adding to their
family's new home in the loli
Ranch subdivision Thursday.
Photos by CRISTA
JEREMIASON / The Press
Democrat Hilda Natividad
decorates her Christmas tree in
her new home in the loli Ranch
subdivision in Cloverdale on
Friday. She plans to spend
Christmas at home with family.
Zoom Photo

Christmas and a home of their own.

"When you see family here, it's the greatest feeling," said Hilda
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